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Introduction to Olivetti’s Computational Heritage

For over a century, the name Olivetti has been synonymous with the intersection of industrial efficiency and avant-

garde design. Founded in Ivrea, Italy, the company transitioned from typewriters to sophisticated mechanical and 

electronic calculating machines, setting the global standard for office equipment. This article provides an in-depth 

technical examination of several pivotal models, including the Logos 84 EU, Logos 812, Logos 682s, and the 

iconic Divisumma 18. By analyzing their architectural frameworks, printing mechanisms, and the proprietary 

Logocartribbon systems, we can understand why these machines remain highly sought after by collectors and

technical professionals alike.

The evolution from purely mechanical rotors to integrated circuits represented a paradigm shift in business logic. 

Olivetti did not merely follow this trend; they led it by employing master designers like Mario Bellini and engineers 

who prioritized tactile feedback, ergonomic layouts, and durable internal components. The professional-grade 

nature of models like the Logos 682ssignifies a period where hardware was built for decades of continuous

operation, a stark contrast to the planned obsolescence of modern consumer electronics.

Core Concepts and Theoretical Framework

To understand the technical value of an Olivetti calculator, one must first grasp the core concepts that define

professional desktop calculation. Unlike consumer-grade handhelds, professional units are designed for high-speed

input and permanent record-keeping through physical printouts.

1. The Logic Hierarchy

Most Olivetti calculators from the late 1970s and 1980s utilize a Large Scale Integration (LSI) microprocessor 

architecture. This allowed for advanced floating-point arithmetic, percentage calculations with automatic add-on/

discount features, and memory registers that could store intermediate results across multiple operational cycles. 

The Logos 814T, for instance, shares logic similarities with the 914T and 904T, emphasizing a modular approach

to circuit design.

2. Human-Machine Interface (HMI)

The HMI of an Olivetti machine is defined by its ergonomic keyboard. The keys are typically double-shot molded, 

ensuring the legends never wear off. The travel distance and actuation force are calibrated to reduce repetitive 

strain injury (RSI) for accounting professionals who perform thousands of keystrokes daily. The inclusion of a '00' 

or even '000' key is a hallmark of professional financial equipment, streamlining the entry of large currency values.

Technical Analysis: The Logos Series Architecture

The Logos series represents the pinnacle of Olivetti’s electronic printing calculator line. Models like the Logos 84 

EU and Logos 812were engineered to bridge the gap between simple arithmetic and complex business



accounting.

Hardware Components and Mechanics

The internal chassis of the Logos 682s is composed of high-impact polymers and a reinforced metal base to 

minimize vibration during high-speed printing. The printing head typically utilizes a drum or daisy-wheel impact 

mechanism, which requires a specific ink delivery system to maintain legibility. This is where the Logocart 40 or 

80621V ribbon cartridges come into play.

The Logocart Ribbon System

A critical component for the longevity of these machines is the ink ribbon. The New Logocart 40 (part number 

80621V) is a specialized ribbon housing designed for the Logos 40-75 and 800 series. Unlike generic ribbons, the

Logocart system ensures consistent tension, preventing the 'bunching' that often destroys the delicate gears of the

internal drive motor. It typically features a dual-color (Black/Red) ribbon, allowing the machine to automatically print

negative results or credit balances in red for immediate visual auditing.

Mathematical Processing Models

The computation logic in models like the Logos 814T follows a strict Fixed/Floating decimal logic. Users can 

toggle between: 

F (Floating): The decimal point moves dynamically based on the result's precision.0, 2, 4, 6 (Fixed): Specifically 

used for currency calculations where a set number of decimal places is required.A (Add-Mode):Automatically

inserts a decimal point two places from the right, optimized for rapid financial data entry.

Comparison & Evaluation Matrix

The following table provides a side-by-side comparison of common Olivetti models found in the secondary market

and technical archives.



Feature/Model Logos 812 Logos 682s Divisumma 18 Logos 84 EU

Type Desktop Printing Professional Heavy-
Duty

Portable Design Icon Desktop Printing

Display VFD (Vacuum 
Fluorescent)

High-Contrast LCD/
VFD

None (Print Only) VFD

Ribbon Type Logocart 40 Standard Group 51 Internal Proprietary Logocart 40

Key Use Case General Accounting Financial Auditing Design/Field Use European Retail

Design Era Mid 1980s Late 1980s/90s 1973 (Mario Bellini) Early 2000s

Deep Dive: The Olivetti Divisumma 18

No technical discussion of Olivetti is complete without mentioning the Divisumma 18. This machine is widely 

regarded as a masterpiece of industrial design, currently held in the permanent collection of the Museum of 

Modern Art (MoMA). Designed by Mario Belliniin 1973, it challenged the cold, industrial aesthetic of the era with

its soft, rubberized 'skin' and vibrant color palette.

Technical Innovations of the Divisumma 18

Architecturally, the Divisumma 18 was revolutionary for its portability. It utilized a rechargeable battery system and a 

thermal or impact-based mini-printer, eliminating the need for a bulky VFD display. The keyboard layout was 

simplified into a continuous rubber membrane, making it virtually spill-proof and highly tactile. Internally, it used a 

sophisticated MOS (Metal-Oxide-Semiconductor)chip, which allowed for complex calculations in a compact form

factor that was unheard of in the early 1970s.

Field Guide: Practical Implementation and Maintenance

For professionals still using these machines or collectors looking to restore them, a systematic approach to 

maintenance is essential. Mechanical failure in a Logos 814T or 682sis rarely due to chip failure; it is almost

always due to mechanical obstruction or lubrication breakdown.

Step-by-Step Cleaning and Restoration Procedure

1.  Exterior Decontamination: Use a mild isopropyl alcohol solution (70%) on a microfiber cloth to clean the keys. 

Avoid abrasive pads which can strip the texture from the plastic.

2.  Ribbon Replacement: When installing a Nastri di inchiostro Olivetti (Logocart), ensure the ribbon paths 

through the guide pins correctly. A common error is bypasses the tension spring, leading to faded print.

3.  Internal Lubrication: Over time, the grease on the printer carriage rails can become gummy. Carefully remove 

old grease with a Q-tip and apply a drop of high-grade lithium grease or synthetic watch oil.

4.  Electrical Check: For vintage units like the Logos 84 EU, inspect the internal capacitors for bulging or 

leakage. Replacing 40-year-old electrolytic capacitors can prevent catastrophic board failure.

Case Study: Troubleshooting Common Operational Failures

Scenario: The "Print Jam" Error in Logos 682s

A common issue reported in the Logos 682s is the machine becoming unresponsive during a calculation, often 



accompanied by a mechanical humming sound. Diagnosis: This is typically caused by a seized paper feed roller 

or a ribbon that has wrapped around the drive shaft.Solution: 

  Power down the unit immediately to prevent motor 

burnout.

  Open the printer housing and manually rotate the 

drive gear to see if the obstruction clears.

  Check the 80621V cartridge; if the ribbon is slack, it must be replaced.

  Perform a 'Hard Reset' if the logic becomes looped due to the mechanical stall.

Scenario: Faded Print despite New Ribbon

If a Logos 812 produces faint text even with a fresh Logocart 40, the issue likely lies in the platen distance or the 

impact solenoid. Over time, the solenoid that strikes the ribbon against the paper can weaken. Adjusting the strike

tension (if a potentiometer is available on the board) or cleaning the solenoid plunger with a dry contact cleaner

can restore original print density.

The Economic and Functional Value of Vintage Olivetti

In the modern era of software-based spreadsheets, the physical Olivetti calculatormaintains a niche but vital role.

Accountants often prefer the tactile feedback and the physical audit trail provided by the paper tape. There is a

psychological benefit to the "one-way" nature of a printing calculator; once a number is entered and printed, it

creates a permanent history of the calculation steps, reducing the likelihood of undetected data entry errors that

can occur in Excel or digital apps.

Furthermore, from a collector’s perspective, models like the Divisumma 18 or the Logos 914T represent the 

pinnacle of Italian industrial heritage. Their value on platforms like eBay continues to rise, especially for units 

described as "Perfetta" (perfect) or "Operational and functions as intended". The secondary market

emphasizes the importance of cosmetic condition, but the true value lies in the mechanical integrity of the internal

components.

The transition from the Logos 800 series to the Logos 600 series showcased Olivetti’s ability to downsize without 

sacrificing the "Professional" designation. The 682s, for example, retained the heavy-duty feel of its predecessors

while adopting a more streamlined, modern aesthetic that fits into the 21st-century office. The modularity of the

components—where ribbons, paper rolls, and even certain circuit boards are interchangeable—speaks to an

engineering philosophy of sustainability and long-term utility.

As we analyze the broader implications of these machines, it becomes clear that Olivetti’s contribution to 

technology was not just in what the machines calculated, but in how they integrated into the human workflow. The 

Logos 84 EU and its counterparts were tools of precision, designed to be invisible in their reliability. Whether it is 

the satisfying click of a Divisumma key or the rhythmic whir of a Logos 814Tprinter, these machines are a

testament to a time when office hardware was an investment in craftsmanship. For the technical writer or the

industrial historian, they remain a fascinating study in the durability of high-quality engineering and the

timelessness of functional design.

Tags: #Olivetti  #Vintage Calculators  #Logos Series  #Industrial Design  #Mario Bellini  #Technical Maintenance



Page 1 of 4



Page 2 of 4



Page 3 of 4



Page 4 of 4


