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In the demanding landscape of industrial construction, mining, and utility services, the reliability of

compressed air delivery is often the primary determinant of project timelines and operational

efficiency. The Atlas Copco XA(S) 137 and XAHS 107 series represent a pinnacle of engineering in

the portable compressor segment, particularly within the renowned Series 7 range. These units are

not merely equipment; they are integrated power systems designed to withstand extreme

environments while providing consistent, high-quality air flow. This technical analysis explores the

intricate mechanics, maintenance protocols, and engineering principles that govern these

machines, providing professionals with the depth of knowledge required for optimal fleet

management.

The Engineering Philosophy of Series 7 Portable Compressors

The development of the XA(S) 137 and XAHS 107 was guided by a philosophy of versatility,

serviceability, and durability. Unlike stationary industrial compressors, portable units must

contend with variable ambient temperatures, high dust concentrations, and the mechanical

stresses of transport across uneven terrain. The Atlas Copco design team addressed these

challenges through a modular approach, utilizing high-strength materials and specialized internal

components.

At the heart of these units is the rotary screw element, an oil-injected asymmetrical profile rotor

set that ensures maximum efficiency by minimizing internal leakage. The "XA" prefix denotes the

standard pressure range, while the "S" signifies the inclusion of silencing baffles and canopies to

meet stringent noise regulation standards (e.g., Outdoor Noise Directive 2000/14/EC). The XAHS

107, specifically, is engineered for higher pressure applications, allowing for specialized pneumatic

tasks that require more than the standard 7-bar output.

Core Concepts and Theoretical Framework

Thermodynamic Principles of Compression

The operation of the XAS 137 is grounded in the laws of thermodynamics, specifically the polytrop

ic compression process. As air is drawn into the screw element, its volume is reduced, leading to
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a significant increase in both pressure and temperature. The relationship is governed by the

formula:

P1 * V1^n = P2 * V2^n

Where P represents pressure, V represents volume, and n is the polytropic index. In an oil-injected

screw compressor, the oil serves three critical functions: lubrication, sealing, and-most

importantly-cooling. By injecting Atlas Copco synthetic engine oil or specialized compressor fluid

into the compression chamber, the heat generated during the process is absorbed, allowing the

compression cycle to remain closer to an isothermal ideal than a purely adiabatic one. This

increases the volumetric efficiency of the unit.

The Role of Free Air Delivery (FAD)

One of the most misunderstood metrics in compressor specifications is Free Air Delivery (FAD).

FAD refers to the actual volume of air compressed and delivered at the outlet, referred back to the

conditions of the intake (ambient pressure and temperature). For the XAS 137, maintaining a

steady FAD of approximately 137 cfm (cubic feet per minute) at 7 bar is achieved through a precise

balancing of the engine's RPM and the unloader valve setting.

Technical Analysis & Core Mechanics

Powerhouse Integration: Diesel Engine Dynamics

The XA(S) 137 and XAHS 107 are typically powered by Tier-compliant diesel engines from

manufacturers like Deutz, Kubota, or Honda. These engines are selected for their high

torque-to-weight ratios. The integration between the engine and the compressor element is

managed through a direct-drive system or a heavy-duty coupling, ensuring minimal energy loss.

- Deutz D2011 Series: Often used in these models, these are air/oil-cooled engines that

eliminate the need for a traditional radiator and coolant, reducing the potential for leaks and

corrosion.

- Electronic Speed Control: The engine is equipped with a pneumatic speed regulator that

adjusts the engine RPM based on the air demand. When the pressure in the receiver tank

reaches the set point, the regulator throttles the engine down and closes the inlet valve,

entering an "unloaded" state to conserve fuel.

The Oil Circuit and Separation System

In oil-injected units, the air-oil mixture exits the compressor element and enters a separator vessel.

This is where mechanical and centrifugal separation occurs. The separator element is a critical

component; if compromised, it leads to "oil carryover," where synthetic oil enters the downstream

air lines, potentially damaging pneumatic tools or contaminating the work environment.
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Bodywork and Structural Integrity

The "XA-Series-52-53" documentation highlights the complexity of the unit's bodywork. The canopy

is not merely a cover but an engineered enclosure for thermal management. Cold air is drawn in

through specific louvers, directed over the engine and oil cooler, and then expelled through the top

or rear. The use of a Zincor-treated steel canopy or the high-impact HardHat(TM) polyethylene

shell ensures that internal components are protected from site debris and UV degradation.

Comparison & Evaluation Metrics

The following table provides a comparative overview of the technical specifications for the two

primary models discussed in the manual documentation.
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Feature / Specification Atlas Copco XAS 137 DD Atlas Copco XAHS 107 DD

Working Pressure (bar/psi) 7 / 102 12 / 175

Free Air Delivery (cfm) 137 (approx. 3.9 m³/min) 107 (approx. 3.0 m³/min)

Engine Model Deutz F3M 2011 Deutz F3M 2011

Number of Cylinders 3 3

Cooling System Oil Cooled Oil Cooled

Fuel Tank Capacity (L) 80 80

Weight (Ready to Operate) < 750 kg < 750 kg
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Practical Implementation: Field Operating Guide

Pre-Operational Procedures

Before initiating the start sequence, operators must adhere to a strict checklist to prevent "dry

starts" or hydraulic lock. These steps are outlined in the XA(S) 137 DD Instruction Manual:

1. Fluid Level Check: Inspect the compressor oil level via the sight glass on the separator vessel.

Check the engine oil dipstick. Use only Atlas Copco approved synthetic fluids.

2. Air Filter Inspection: Ensure the heavy-duty air intake filters are clear of dust. Most units

feature a vacuum indicator; if the red band is visible, the filter element must be replaced.

3. Battery Health: The units utilize a 12V system. Check terminal connections for corrosion. The

manual specifies reading the safety instructions before working on the battery to avoid acid

burns or explosive gas ignition.

4. Drain Condensate: Open the drain valve on the bottom of the fuel tank to remove any water

that has settled overnight, preventing fuel pump damage.

Start-Up and Loading

The start sequence involves a "low-load" warm-up phase. Turn the on/off button or key switch to

the pre-heat position (if equipped for cold weather), then to start. Once the engine reaches stable

RPM, the unloader valve can be activated to allow the compressor to build pressure. The reset

fuse should be checked if the control panel fails to illuminate.

Maintenance and Troubleshooting Analysis

Maintenance is categorized into Minor (500 hours) and Major (1000 hours) intervals. Using the Spa

re Parts Manual, technicians can identify the specific part numbers for the 330+ components

involved in the bodywork and internal assemblies.

Common Failure Modes and Engineering Solutions
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Issue Probable Cause Technical Solution

Compressor Overheating Fouled oil cooler or low oil level. Clean cooler fins with compressed

air; verify oil viscosity and level.

Low Air Pressure Air leaks or faulty unloader valve. Perform a soap-bubble leak test on

fittings; inspect unloader diaphragm.

Oil in Discharge Air Saturated or collapsed separator

element.

Replace separator element and

inspect scavenge line for blockages.

Engine Stalls on Load Clogged fuel filters or governor

malfunction.

Replace primary and secondary fuel

filters; check pneumatic speed

regulator.
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The Scavenge Line: A Critical Maintenance Point

A frequently overlooked component in the XA(S) 137 is the oil scavenge line. This small tube

returns oil collected in the separator element back to the compressor element. If the check valve in

this line becomes clogged with debris, the oil will have nowhere to go but out through the air outlet.

During every major service, the scavenge line orifice must be cleaned to ensure proper oil

circulation.

Machine Loading Guidelines and Transport

Safety during transport is a significant portion of the technical documentation. The XAS 137 is

designed to be lightweight (often under 750kg) to allow for towing by standard passenger vehicles

without a special license in many jurisdictions. However, machine loading guidelines must be

followed:

- Lifting Eye: Always use the central lifting eye for crane transport. The center of gravity is

precisely calculated to keep the unit level.

- Towing Gear: Inspect the overrun brake (if equipped) and the safety chain. Ensure the jockey

wheel is retracted and secured.

- Site Placement: The unit should be placed on a level surface. A maximum inclination of 15

degrees is typically allowed, but exceeding this can lead to oil starvation in the engine or

compressor element.

Advanced Theoretical Considerations: Air Quality and Humidity

When operating the XAS 137 in humid environments, the risk of water emulsification in the

compressor oil increases. As air is compressed, its ability to hold water vapor decreases. While

much of this water is removed by the aftercooler (if the unit is an 'Aftercooled' model), some can

condense in the separator tank during shutdown. Atlas Copco's use of high-grade synthetic oils

is essential here, as these oils have superior water-separation properties, allowing water to settle

at the bottom of the tank where it can be drained, rather than forming a sludge that ruins the screw

rotors.

Furthermore, the pressure drop across the internal piping and the separator must be accounted

for when calculating tool efficiency. A 1-bar pressure drop from the element to the tool can result in

a 10% loss in tool productivity. Therefore, maintaining clean air filters and high-quality separator

elements is not just about machine longevity; it is a direct contributor to the bottom-line profitability

of the project.

The Atlas Copco XA(S) 137 and XAHS 107 series exemplify the intersection of robust mechanical

design and precision fluid dynamics. By understanding the polytropic nature of the compression
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cycle, the critical role of synthetic lubrication, and the importance of systematic maintenance-as

detailed in the instruction and spare parts manuals-operators can ensure these units deliver their

rated FAD reliably for thousands of hours. Whether it is managing the reset fuses on the control

panel or performing a technical teardown of the Deutz engine, the focus must always remain on

preserving the integrity of the air-oil circuit and the thermal management system. As the industry

moves toward even more stringent emission standards and digital monitoring, the foundational

principles of the Series 7 remain the benchmark for portable air power across the globe.
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